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Lance Sergeant

3857s79
70l6l1s44
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Reconnaissance CorPs, R'A'C'

,no 15'n Battalion) The LoYal Regt'

(North Lancashire) Regt'

7. ).3>
IMPHAL WAR CEMETERY

Additional lnformation
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ashworth; husband of Nora

Ashworth, of BradleY Fold'

lmphatisihecapitalofManipurStateinnortheastlndiaanc
borders 0n uPPer Burma'

Earlv in L942as the japanese approached Rangoon' a very

largeprCIportionofitslndianpopulationfledfromthecityto
lndia.!nh4ayofthatyearCommonwealthforcesfollowedthe
same route on iheir retreat to lndia' ln their wake carne still

more civiiian refugees, many of whom died on the arduous

journey under ceaseless heavy rain' without transport and

rood'ofthe4G0,000civilianswhofledtolndiaabout140,000
passed through lmPhat into Assam'

Thedefenceoflndiaandtheretentionofaposition
from which Burma could be re-entered now became of

primary importance. The 23'd indian Division was formed in

ManipurState,newairfieldswereconstructed,andarmyand
air force reinforcements arrived' From November 1944

onwards, No 38 General Hospital was posted there'

Straiegically well placed for attacks on the lines of

cornmunicationbyrailway,roadandriverwhichwerevitalfor
themaintenanceofallAiliedoperationsinBurma,lmphal
withitsairfieldsWaSamainobjectivewheniheJapanese
made iheir thrust towarcjs lndia in the spring of L944'

P.T.0.



There was severe fighting in the surrounding hills and on the
outskirts of the plain and the Japanese succeeded in cutting a
long section of the road and holding it for three months. The
fourteenth Army held on grimly, inflicting heavy punishment
on the Japanese. Of all the battles on this frontier of lndia the
siege of lrnphal and its retief in the summer of 1944 rank next
in importance to the Battle of Kohima. The cemetery at
lmphal contains 1,600 Commonwealth burials.


